
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                            
  

                Neighbourhood Watch 
         Queensland - Stafford 2 Area     

 
  Queensland - Stafford 2 Area 

 

Q 

 

VOLUME: 21. NO: 4               Helping the Police Service Help Us         JUNE 2014 

REMAINING MEETINGS FOR 2014 - 20th AUGUST & 19th NOVEMBER, 2014 AT STAFFORD 
HEIGHTS STATE SCHOOL, REMINDERS WILL BE SENT PRIOR TO MEETINGS 

 REDWOOD STREET, 7 PM.  

Merv's Column 
Secretary Don Kirkman and I attended a Stafford 

Divisional  Neighbourhood Watch Meeting at Stafford 

Police Station on Monday 2nd June with members of other 

N.H.W. Groups 

Items discussed included Blogs, Dogs on Patrol Project, 

Kerbside numbering project carried out in our area, 

N.H.W. Conference and Qld Police Expo. 

Don and I met with the Principal of Stafford Heights 

State School recently to discuss funding for an appropriate 

project for the school. When further information becomes 

available it will be discussed at a future meeting 

I have noticed that after supplying reflective house 

numbers to those who requested them, many of them have 

still not been attached. This defeats the whole purpose of 

the project 

We still have some spare numbers available and two other 

groups have expressed interest in carrying out similar 

numbering projects within their area 

Unfortunately we had a break-in at a residence in Hagman 

Street recently. The report I received stated the 

offenders gained entry to the house by climbing a drain-

pipe on the exterior of the house. This is a timely 

reminder to once again ensure open windows are protected 

by a security screen, even if it is a small window such as 

those commonly found in toilet and bathroom ensuites. 

The Annual General Meeting will be held on the 20th 

August 2014 at Stafford Heights State School. As I 

previously stated I am unable to continue as Area 

Coordinator so please give some serious thought to 

becoming involved in N.H.W. or Stafford 2 may no longer 

continue as a functionally operating N.H.W. Group. 
Merv 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EMERGENCY Triple Zero (000) 

(Life threatening, Police, Fire, Ambulance) 
 
NON-EMERGENCY                   131 444 
Police Link – To report unusual behaviour. 
 

CRIMESTOPPERS  1 800 333 000 

 To report a pattern of some regular 
suspicious behaviour or an element of criminality.  

 To give information in relation to a previous crime. 

These matters can be reported anonymously. 

                           

STAFFORD POLICE STATION        3364 1800  

CHERMSIDE FIRE STATION   3247 4449 

AREA CO-ORDINATOR  3353 2753 

Merv Meteer mervynmeteer@optusnet.com.au 

 

 

BLOCK CO-ORDINATORS.  WOULD YOU PLEASE DELIVER THIS NEWSLETTER BY   

27th JUNE 2014. 

The only offence reported during May was a Burglary in Hagman Street between 
3:20 am and 3:30 am on 28

th
 May. 

The offenders entered the dwelling by climbing a downpipe to access an open 
upstairs bathroom window. They removed the flyscreen and climbed inside. Whilst 
inside the offenders were disturbed by the complainant and decamped. They left the 
complainant’s property in the yard. The matter was finalised on 28

th
 May. 

No further offences had been reported to 16
th

 June. There will be a June and July 
report in the next newsletter. 
  
Remember that you are able to have a Home Security Audit carried out by calling 
the Stafford Police. With their experience they may be able to point out areas where 
your security is not quite adequate even though you may have believed it was.   
 

APPARENTLY VIGILANCE IS STILL REQUIRED TO KEEP CROOKS OUT OF WORK. 

 

 

 

 

 

SUSPICIOUS ACTIVITY 

We have received reports that two young 

fellows in hoodies (certainly not in a 

uniform) have recently entered residents’ 

yards and when confronted say that they 

are there to check on the water meter. 

  

If this happens in your area contact Police 

Link 1 800 333 000. 

CRIME REPORT  

MAY 2014 

REPORT CRIMES 

Constable Karen Watson attended our May 

meeting. She mentioned that many minor 

crimes are not reported and asked that we 

remind residents that they should be 

(Stafford Police 3364 1800). 
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DID YOU KNOW?……that there is a Neighbourhood Watch 

website that provides information concerning our 

community?  The NHW website focuses on crime prevention 

and community safety but also provides general information 

of interest to the community.  Crime statistics and other 

similar information are regularly downloaded to the NHW 

site from the Police website so for anyone with an interest in 

the latest crime happenings in our region the NHW website 

is a useful source of information.  The statewide NHW site is 

then broken down into regions, North, South, Central etc.   

Anyone with internet access can log on to the NHW website.    

The internet address is www.nhwq.org.  No special access is 

required to view the site and you can even sign up to get 

regular email updates.  

 All NHW areas in Qld have the opportunity to have their own 

special “Blogs” attached to the main NHW statewide 

website.  “Blogs” (derived from Web Logs) are simply 

ongoing chronicles of information (such as upcoming 

meetings, BBQ fundraising events, number plate security 

days etc).  Photos and other media of the events can also be 

posted to the blog.  A NHW Blog is a way to engage with the 

community and provide an avenue for 2 way 

communication. People who are given “blog access” can 

post their own comments about articles on the site.  

 To date Stafford 17 NHW are the only group in our District 

who have a Blog.  We, (Stafford 2) have been asked if we 

would like to have our own blog to provide up to date 

information to the residents in our group about upcoming 

events. You could even read about what the other NHW 

groups are doing. The blog would complement, not replace 

our regular hardcopy newsletter, which we will continue to 

provide to all residents. Residents could add information or 

make comments. This would require someone to administer 

the blog, to give “blog posting access” to residents who ask 

for it and screen any comments (for appropriateness) before 

they are posted. There is a thought being pursued that a 

representative of one of the Areas in our District might be 

made responsible for a District blog. If this move is not 

approved we would need to have someone to carry out this 

task for our Area. This would not be an onerous job. 

Would you like to see a “blog” set up for our NHW group?   

Do you have any suggestions on what you would like to see 

on our blog? 

Would you have an interest in managing the blog?   

 
Please contact Merv with your suggestions.  
 
  

Thanks to Cr Norm Wyndham (Councillor for McDowall, Phone 3403 

7690, Fax 3403 7693, Email mcdowall.ward@ecn.net.au) and his staff 

for printing our newsletter. 

SPONSORS CORNER 

If you can’t find a sunny side to life, polish up the dark side. 
 

 

 

 

BOGUS POLICE OFFICERS 

We were advised at the Divisional Meeting that if 

you suspect that an imposter is posing as a Police 

Officer you are entitled to ask for identification in 

the form of a Police Badge and a photograph held in 

the same wallet as the Badge. Our Crime Prevention 

Officer showed us the wallet she must carry. Most 

of us attending had our closest ever look at a Police 

Badge. 

 
You arrive at your hotel and check in at the front desk.  

 

Typically when checking in, you give the front desk 

your credit card (for any charges to your room) and the 

details are noted.  

The hotel receives a call and the caller asks for (as an 

example) room 620 - which happens to be your room.  

The phone rings in your room. You answer and the 

person on the other end says the following: “This is the 

front desk. When checking in, we came across a 

problem with your credit card information. Please re-

read me your credit card number and verify the last 3 

digits numbers on the reverse side of your credit card.”  

Since the call seems to come from the front desk you 

oblige.  

But actually, it is a scam by someone calling from 

outside the hotel. They have asked for a random room 

number that happens to be yours.  

They sound so professional, that you think you are 

talking to the front desk. But actually, it is a scam by 

someone calling from outside the hotel.  

If you ever encounter this scenario on your travels, tell 

the caller that you will be down to the front desk to 

clear up any problems. Then, go to the front desk or 

call directly and ask if there was a problem. If there was 

none, inform the manager of the hotel that someone  

acting like a front desk employee tried to scam you of 

your credit card information. 

REFLECTIVE HOUSE/LETTER-BOX NUMBERS 
Another order has been placed for numbers. Let Merv 
know what you require for your home. They will be 
delivered to you as soon as they are available. 
 

BE SAFE. BE EASILY LOCATABLE BY EMERGENCY SERVICES. 

 


